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LOCAL PUBLISHER RECEIVES PROCLAMATION FROM CITY OF DETROIT
Local publisher Heather Buchanan has received a proclamation from the Detroit City Council for her ten years of service to the city and the region. For Buchanan, the current recession is not a new challenge to face: she’s been surviving economic challenges for a decade due to the volatile nature of the publishing industry. She marked her ten years in business with a public celebration on October 3, 2009 at Fellowship Chapel in Detroit.
Buchanan’s publishing house, Aquarius Press, boasts a large number of Detroit and Michigan authors, and publishes books on Detroit history. She has also published anthologies containing work by writers such as former Detroit Free Press columnist and weekend NPR host Desiree Cooper. It was always Buchanan’s vision to highlight the best in her region. “I often say: ‘New York and Chicago are publishing powerhouses—why not us?’” Buchanan says. 
A lifelong Detroiter who is married to a Detroit Public Schools teacher, Buchanan has fought for quality literature in the market as well as in the schools and is doing what she can to address the staggering illiteracy rate in Detroit. For her, it’s not just the ABCs, but illiteracy in terms of the neglected craft of writing and its entrepreneurial potential. In addition to publishing literature, she designs writing instruction guides and modules. She is a lecturer at the University of Michigan-Dearborn and instructor at the College for Creative Studies in Detroit. Embracing the new digital economy, Buchanan designs online writing courses and publishes ebooks. “There is so much to be done, but I’m glad I can do my part,” says Buchanan. 
Buchanan is available for interviews. For more information, contact Sharon Stanford at (248) 569-3023. 
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